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Update February 2018
Workdays at the Museum
Guest articles by Charlie Connell and Shirley Coté
Photos by Charlie Connell

Another two very successful work days were
held; one January 22nd and one February
12th, but this one at AHS.

Doug D. lubricated the chain on the mucker
to make it a little more flexible. If this chain
breaks, we have no other chains to replace
this original.
Then Doug ran the crusher to break up the
quartz for later demonstrations of the
mucker and stamp mill. Doug crushed up (4)
buckets of quartz of the (8) that were
brought over from the bone yard back in
January.

Charlie called for a safety meeting and
reported that personalized hard hats for all
volunteers were hanging in the west hallway.

Charlie also discussed the need for a second
egress from the Pit along with other
safety items.
The following planned work activities were
discussed: Bone yard cleanup; stamp mill
readiness;
quartz
crushing;
and
mineral/rock/artifact inventory in the Pit.
Work groups were formed to tackle the
different projects.

Meanwhile, Roger, Charlie, Dick and Stuart
headed over to work on the stamp mill:
Stuart properly installed cable ties on the
wires for the power cables on the winch. The
cables were too close to the rotating cams
and could catch on them if they were to
move around.
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In the meantime, Charlie and Roger did some
troubleshooting on the incline cart that still
is not working quite right. It has a tendency
to get crosswise when making its final
approach to the ore bin. This concern will
require further evaluation.
Later, while Dick rotated the bull wheel on
the stamp mill, Charlie sprayed preservative
on it.
Shirley, Cynthia and Bill headed for the Pit
to take stock of the numbered teacher kit
material. First, Bill made sure that we could
read the labels on all the boxes. Then, using
a copied list from the teacher kit manual,
Shirley called out the name and its
corresponding number written on each box
while Cynthia kept count with a hash mark
next to the appropriate name on the list.

When Charlie returned to the Pit, he
suggested that we put all the boxes in
number order on the floor and he sent Stuart
and Roger down to assist.

Everyone pitched in to move and sort the
teacher kit flats.

It was found that there were (31)
minerals/rocks represented in the piles of
boxes and this was documented. This is
significant since Catie would like to start
making kits again. These flats are important
given that one of our volunteers; George
Busby spent literally months labeling each of
the small specimens amounting to thousands
of pieces.
With that task complete, the group moved
on to inventorying artifacts.
While
inspecting the flats of artifacts, Shirley
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discovered a flat with mixed radioactive and
arsenic minerals. Shirley and Cynthia
developed an inventory listing using the
museum catalog numbers that were on the
specimens for reference. The list was given
to Catie along with the flat that will be
placed in the radioactive minerals cabinet in
the hoist house once Catie types up the list
and checks it against her master list.
The flats of artifacts included pottery,
baskets, metates, arrow heads and ax heads.
The information was recorded with the
museum numbers on an inventory list that
was given to Catie to reconcile with the
official collections list.
Meanwhile, Mardy, Dick, Doug L., Catie and
later Bill opted to go to the Bone Yard:
They started emptying the 55-gallon drums
that have amethyst in them.

They also cleaned up a lot of trash including
broken plastic buckets and sawdust from
emptying the 55-gallon drums of amethyst.
The trash was placed in a pile until we can
get a dumpster as the one that was supposed
to have been delivered today did not arrive.

The barrels are rusting and the rust is plating
out on the amethyst. They emptied (7) of
the drums into a carboy that Bill brought
over to the bone yard.
The last of the group worked until
about 14:00 and then left the museum.

Bill on his way to the bone yard
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February 12, 2018 Workday at AHS
By Shirley Coté; Photos by Charlie Connell

Four volunteers, Charlie Connell, Shirley
Coté, Doug Duffy and Bill Yedowitz
accompanied Catie Carter to the AZ
Historical Society’s Tempe location to assess
the amount of material (collections, gift
shop material, cabinets, carts and other
items from the old AZMMM), being stored
there in four storage rooms.

Bill took precise measurements.
The purpose of these measurements is to
determine the cubic footage of all of the
boxes, and cabinets, etc. This information
along with all the pictures taken that
Monday will help the University of Arizona
plan for the eventual return of these
materials to the museum.

The above storage shelves show only a small
portion of the museum collection material
that will need to be relocated.

These storage shelves show only a small
portion of the gift shop material to be
returned to the old AMMM building.

In this room, we found the faceting
machines from the old lapidary shop along
with 20+ buckets of rocks, a few carts and
some books from the old museum’s gift
shop.
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Workdays at the Museum
Guest articles by Charlie Connell
Photos by Charlie Connell

Books
Buckets of petrified wood

Here Bill is measuring a black cart that we
recognized as belonging to the old AMMM.

More gift shop, teacher kit and display
material that will need to be returned to the
museum.

AZ Mining, Mineral & Natural
Resources Educational Museum
Update March 2018
http://tinyurl.com/SupportMM-NREMuseum

On February 19, 2018, as usual, everyone
performed another impossible task of getting
all (600) banker boxes assembled, removed
the files on the (30) standing shelves, placed
them in the boxes, disassembled the
shelving, placed the shelving into the
pickups and took them to the Mesa
temporary storage in one day. That was a lot
of work!
We had the following (27) workers complete
the task in record time: Doug Duffy, Shirley
Cote, Doug Lindsay, Nancy Gallagher, Bob
Evans, Bill Smardo, Chuck Messersmith, Ford
Doran, Jerry Ohlund, Kathy Eastman, Oliver
Sullivan, Dan Laux, Stuart Harrah, Dan
Tibbits, Bill Yedowitz, Ed Winbourne,
Howard Roose, Jim Reed, Zach Reed,
Cynthia Buckner, Patrick Hawley, Dennis
Turner, Dick Zimmermann, Travis Snider,
Nyal Niemuth, Mike Conway, and Charlie
Connell.
Some of the group arrived at the museum
around 08:30,
but
most
arrived
at
about 09:00. We went right to work on
assembling approximately (600) banker
boxes and box tops, then started to put the
files in the boxes and finally started
disassembling the (30) sections of shelving.
We put the shelving parts into three pickups.
We completed the work activity at
about noon and then had lunch. We were
served hot fresh pizza thanks to Nyal
Niemuth, Dan Laux, and Travis Snider.
There were (6) individuals that took the
shelving over to Mesa to the temporary
storage. We arrived and unloaded the three
trucks into one of the storage sheds. Three
individuals stayed and set up the frames for
the shelving and completed that task at
about 5PM.
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Everyone worked very hard and we made a
very large bite in getting the museum ready
to bring it back to life by removing the files
from the Copper gallery.

Meanwhile, Doug and Shirley did some
cleanup in the east end of the museum.

Earthquake

Results of the cleanup in the east end of the
building.
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March 4 Move We had (5) individuals work
on a partial load in the truck, moving the
files to the storage area. Nyal Niemuth, Mike
Conway, Dan Laux, Travis Snider and Eddie
Kallof worked at the museum loading about
a third of the rental truck with banker boxes
and file cabinets and deposited them at the
storage area. They removed the covers from
the boxes and placed them on the shelves
with the bindings facing out so that you
could see what was in the box. They spent
over 3 hours to process the documents for
that day.
March 5 Move We had (9) individuals work
on loading the truck, moving the items to
the storage area, unloading the banker
boxes, and placing them with bindings out on
the shelves. This time the truck was filled to
the brim. Nyal Niemuth, Mike Conway,
Charlie Connell, Cynthia Buckner, Bill
Yedowitz, Pat Howley, Dan Laux, Ford
Doran, and Catie Carter spent another 3
hours plus on this move.
The above significant actions completed
another milestone for the removal of all files
in the main gallery to clear the way for work
to begin on the museum interior. Another
task WELL DONE!
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currently relocating from the Flandrau
Center on UA’s campus to the historic Pima
County Courthouse. This talk will focus
specifically on the MMNRE Museum – its
history, establishment, current updates, and
our plans for the next few months.
The Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum was
a beloved fixture in Phoenix for decades1.
The diverse mineral collection dates back to
1884 with an exhibit at the first Arizona
Territorial Fair. In 1917, the Arizona State
Legislature appropriated $30,000 to build an
exhibit hall on the Arizona State Fairgrounds
in Phoenix, bolstered by funds from major
mining companies of the day. In 1947, the
Arizona Department of Mines and Mineral
Resources (ADMMR) moved to the Gem and
Mineral Building and in 1953, a permanent
museum was established. The first curator
was Arthur L. Flagg, who held the position
until his death in 1961.

AZ Mining, Mineral & Natural
Resources Educational Museum
Update April 2018
http://tinyurl.com/SupportMM-NREMuseum

The Arizona Mining, Mineral and
Natural Resources Education (MMNRE)
Museum: A rebirth of the Arizona
Mining and Mineral Museum under the
University of Arizona
By Catie Carter

2018 is an exciting time for the Arizona
mineral community as the University of
Arizona works to establish two new state-ofthe-art museums: the Arizona Mining,
Mineral and Natural Resources Education
(MMNRE) Museum in Phoenix, a natural
resource-centered rebirth of the former
Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum, and the
UA Gem and Mineral Museum in Tucson,

“Mr. Rockhound” A.L. Flagg courtesy MSA website

In July of 1991, with financial support from
Arizona’s mining community, the Mining and
Mineral Museum and the ADMMR offices were
1

For a full history of the museum, photos, and further
details, see Rasmussen, Jan, “Arizona Mining and Mineral
Museum – History”
http://www.miningmineralmuseum.com/history
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moved from the Fairgrounds to the El
Zaribah Shrine Building (renamed the Polly
Rosenbaum Building) at 1502 W. Washington
St. on the Government mall. From 1991 to
2011, the Mining and Mineral Museum
displayed thousands of minerals to tens of
thousands of visitors and schoolchildren each
year. They also hosted local clubs and
groups, logged thousands of volunteer hours,
and ran a lapidary shop. The outdoor mining
exhibits, including a baby-gauge steam
locomotive from Morenci, fully-reassembled
Boras head frame, and working Swallow Mine
stamp mill, were particularly popular as
well.
In 2010 the Department of Mines and Mineral
Resources was discontinued and the museum
was transferred to the Arizona Historical
Society (AHS). In 2011 the museum was
closed to make way for the Centennial
Museum,
which
was
ultimately
not
established. After many attempts to reopen
the museum through state legislation,
Senate Bill 1530 passed in 2016, championed
by Sen. Gail Griffin. The bill transferred the
collection,
curator
position,
and
custodianship of the building to the Arizona
Geological Survey (AZGS), under the
University of Arizona. AZGS was charged
with developing and operating a new natural
resources museum called the Mining, Mineral
and Natural Resources Education (MMNRE)
Museum, with the project was headed by
Chief of Geologic Extension Service Mike
Conway. In 2017, Senate Bill 1415 moved
responsibility from AZGS directly to the
University of Arizona under the office of
Research, Discovery and Innovation, with VP
for Research R. Brooks Jeffery as project
leader. Most notably, the bill permanently
transferred full ownership of the building
and collection from the state to the
University.
The 20,000+ specimen mineral collection is
at the heart of the MMNRE Museum. The
collection includes spectacular specimens
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from Arizona’s mines and mineral localities,
as well as rocks, ores, industrial minerals,
gemstones, mining artifacts, and Native
American artifacts. While the minerals will
be on display, state statute designates that
the museum will have a broader scope,
exploring the sustainable science of
Arizona’s
other
natural
resources
–
agriculture, livestock, forestry, and tourism.
In addition, we will showcase innovative
technologies
from
UA’s
College
of
Engineering and College of Agriculture & Life
Sciences. Early efforts to fundraise, identify
industry partners, and develop our mission
will be led by the Governor-appointed
Advisory Board, consisting of members from
each industry and legislators Sen. Griffin and
Rep. Leach. As of April 2018, half of the
board members have been officially
appointed.
Right now, we push forward with building
renovations and explore our options to
engage the public in a phased approach. We
have cleared out the building, cleaned the
grounds and exterior, installed a new pigeon
mitigation system, and begun the process of
installing a new security system. Charlie
Connell and the Monday Crew volunteers
have devoted countless hours servicing the
outdoor equipment, and we hope to hold a
community event within the next few
months. We will also undertake the daunting
endeavor of moving the mineral collection
from AHS back into the museum building
once security and environmental controls are
established.
In the meantime, we are
installing small displays at local museums,
conducting outreach, and planning a
revamped exhibit at the Arizona Capitol
Museum down the street.
None of our current progress could be
possible without the steadfast support
system of our volunteers and stakeholders,
including the Flagg Mineral Foundation. We
are eternally grateful for the hours of work
and limitless patience over the past two
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years. UA has big plans for this museum and
will continue these partnerships in the
future. Thanks to everyone for your help and
support, and stay tuned for more
developments later this year.

Earthquake
On April 30th, Catie Carter and 23 volunteers
gathered to address some of the issues
brought up at the April 26th UA Risk
Management visit along with other planned
activities.
First, a safety meeting was held and the
planned activities were reviewed.
The
volunteers picked the work areas at which
they wished to assist.

AZ Mining, Mineral & Natural
Resources Educational Museum
Update May 2018
http://tinyurl.com/SupportMM-NREMuseum
By Charlie Connell, Shirley Coté and Catie Carter
Photos by Charlie Connell and Catie Carter

On April 26th, Catie Carter, Curator and six
mill men met with Jeff Warren and Herbert
Wagner of the UA’s Risk Management team
to review safety procedures and operations
of the outdoor equipment including the
stamp mill, primary crusher, mucker, etc.
Jeff and Herbert suggested special hearing
and eye protection for the equipment
operators. They also pointed out areas
needing improvement around the museum
yard for the safety of future visitors, staff
and volunteers.

Volunteers during the safety meeting

Roger Camplin congratulates Stuart Harrah (right)
who was recognized and given his Millman
Certificate.

This is how the west side of the museum
looked before the start of cleanup.

Earthquake
Museum West Side Cleanup Roger C. and
about (10) workers proceeded to clean up
the outside areas in the west yard.
Galvanized sheet Materials The group
opened the large door leading to the
Museum Pit and installed the large ladder to
allow them to safely slide the 18” X 14’
sheeting of galvanized siding into the pit.
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Buckets of Minerals & Other Steel The group
loaded all of the buckets of rocks & minerals
that were on the slab behind the hoist house
into Stuart’s trailer. They also loaded a very
large piece of steel that had been placed in
front of the hoist house many years ago into
the trailer. These materials were also taken
to the Bone Yard and put with the rocks &
minerals already there.

Incline Skip Troubleshoot Chuck M. and four
other individuals worked on the problem
with the skip being out of alignment in the
final stages of dumping the skip into the ore
bin on top of the stamp mill operator’s deck.

They neatly stored the sheets out of the way
under the large door access to the pit.
Removal of Steel and Rails Stuart H. brought
his trailer and the group loaded all of the
steel that was piled against the building into
the trailer and took it to the Bone Yard.

Troubleshoot Activity They worked on it for
most of the morning and resolved the
alignment
issues.
They
made
some
adjustments that temporarily resolved the
problem.
Permanent Fix The installation of some allthread across the skip dump rails will stiffen
the track and permanently resolve the
misalignment issue.
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Bone yard Work Bill Y. lead a hearty group of
(6) workers to the Bone Yard to complete
activities. They were supported by the group
bringing iron and minerals to the Bone Yard.
Rock Holder Chain Link The group wired each
of (6) rock holders with chain link fencing
that will be used to store the amethyst that
is presently in steel drums. They got the task
completed and we have (8) more rock
holders that need chain link fence installed
in the holders. We will need to purchase
another (3) rolls of chain link to complete
the task.

Filling Rock Holders The team worked on
removing the amethyst from the drums and
placing it into the holders. There is a lot of
waste material generated since the amethyst
is packed in saw dust and this material needs
to be disposed of.

Steel Drum Disposal The crew cut up about
(6) steel drums. This will make them more
compact and we can take them to the scrap
metal recycler when they are all emptied.
We have (24) more barrels of amethyst that
needs to be placed into the rock holders.

Earthquake
Bone Yard Cleanup The group worked on
raking the yard and removing a lot of
bottles, cans, paper goods, and trash that
was generated by the transients that are
living along the fence. This is an ongoing
issue with the generation of trash in that
area.
Fence Railing Re-installation Charlie C. &
Rick H. worked on this project. We did not
intend to reinstall the fence today, but to
determine how we will reinstall the fence
and to take measurements on the length of
1” chain link fence needed to upgrade the
fence to the UA Risk Managements
recommendations.
Attachment Fix We will install the fence
using 1 5/8” pipe that has been split down
one side to allow the pipe to be compressed
and keep the tension on the fence posts. We
determined the pieces to be 3” long and
insert them 2” into the pipe in the ground.
We will then tack-weld those pipes to the
base pipe. The fence posts will then be
inserted over the 1” exposed insert. This will
allow the fence posts to be removed in the
future if needed.
Chain Link & Chain Connectors We measured
the length of chain and came up with a need
for 160’ of chain to span half way between
the top railing and the ground. The chain
will be connected to the mid-point on the 36
posts with 2 ½” eyebolts. We will need to
purchase uncoated chain so that it can be
painted black. We will need to purchase flat
black paint to coat the 160’ of chain. There
is enough chain to span the space on the
east side of the hoist house to keep visitors
from going around the south side of the hoist
house.
Meanwhile inside the museum, (5) volunteers
set up tables and chairs for lunch, vacuumed
and inventoried artifacts in the pit.
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Loretta Meador vacuuming in the old copper gallery

West Side Museum Cleanup Results

Steel rails and other material were removed to the
Bone Yard. Only a section of railroad ties and rail
was left as it was too heavy to move by hand.

Lunch We stopped work at about 12:30 and
everyone retired to the museum to have
some lunch after a hard morning’s work.
Lunch of sandwiches, fruit, chips, drinks and
dessert was graciously provided by the
University of Arizona.

All the buckets of rocks were transferred to the
Bone Yard.

Lunch offerings

The pile of galvanized sheet metal is now located in
the pit.

Volunteers and guests gathered for lunch.

April 30th Volunteers and Guests: Chris Bright, Cynthia Buckner, George Busby, Roger Camplin,
Charlie Connell, Shirley Cote, Ev Dixon, Judy Dixon, Doug Duffy, Ford Duran, Lynne Dyer, Terry Dyer,
Judith Evans, Ray Grant, Cynthia Grant, Stuart Harrah, Patrick Hawley, Rick Herrem, Joanne
Hesterman, Loretta Meador, Chuck Messersmith, Jerry Ohlund, Tom Osborn, David Tibbets, John
Tibbets, Bill Yedowitz, Denny Zeutenhorst, and Dick Zimmermann.

Page 14

AZ Mining, Mineral & Natural
Resources Educational Museum
Update June 2018
http://tinyurl.com/SupportMM-NREMuseum
By Catie Carter

The MMNRE Museum continues to progress
this summer – slowly but surely. We have
been invited to participate in several
education outreach events around the
Phoenix area, including South Mountain
Environmental Education Center. In July we
will be holding our next official Advisory
Committee meeting, and UA Facilities
Management is working on security and
environmental controls to prepare the
building for mineral storage. Meanwhile, the
Arizona Capitol Museum has offered us the
opportunity to expand our mineral exhibit,
and we plan to add cases that showcase
mining “now and then,” minerals in our daily
lives, and state symbols. The state symbols
will be displayed in a tabletop case loaned
to us by ESM and recently refurbished with a
beautiful wood veneer. The display will
include copper (state metal), petrified wood
(state fossil), turquoise (state gemstone),
and wulfenite, the new state mineral as of
2017. There is also now a state dinosaur! As
reported by Dr. Ray Grant in ESM's April
Newsletter, "Arizona has an official state
dinosaur. Governor Ducey signed a bill this
month making Sonorasaurus thompsoni the
official dinosaur of Arizona. The dinosaur
was found in 1994 by Rich Thompson in Pima
County near Sonoita. It was named for the
discoverer and the Sonoran Desert.”
Suggestions and ideas for how best to
include the state dinosaur are appreciated.
The new display will be located along the
AZCM’s second floor hallway and will be
integrated
into
their
school
tours,
programming, and museum-wide scavenger
hunt. The Capitol Museum will be hosting

Earthquake
George W. Bush’s “Portraits of Courage” in
the same part of the building later this year,
so we anticipate a lot of foot traffic seeing
our minerals! As for future events at our own
building, we still plan to host a stamp mill
demonstration and family event this fall and
hope to involve our volunteers and local rock
and gem clubs – stay tuned. Thank you to
our Monday Crew,
volunteers,
and
supporters for sticking with us, even during
the slower times! We appreciate you all!
Regards,
Catie

Wulfenite, Red Cloud Mine, Evan Jones collection,
Jeff Scovil photo

Replica of the fossil bed where Sonorasaurus was
found at the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum
Ray Grant photo
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AZ Mining, Mineral & Natural
Resources Educational Museum
Update July 2018
http://tinyurl.com/SupportMM-NREMuseum
By Catie Carter

Our museum continues to progress slowly but
surely. As we reported in the last update,
we were planning an official Advisory
Committee
meeting
this
month.
Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond
our control, UA had to cancel that event. In
lieu of meeting, Brooks and I are gathering
information from the committee members
about industry connections and possible
funding sources. It is our goal to draft a
business plan within the next few months
that outlines how we will be financing the
museum.
Now for some more exciting news: we will
be holding some indoor volunteer work
days in August and September and need
your help! We are preparing to move the
collection back to the Mining and Mineral
Museum building and exploring interim
storage options including external storage
units. The volunteer work will involve
moving retail and educational inventory,
inventorying boxes, and possibly reorganizing
or disassembling some shelving. We
anticipate at least three full work days in
August or September. As this project
develops, info will be shared by Charlie
Connell to the Monday Crew email list.
Contact Charlie at minercon@aol.com if you
are not on the list and interested in joining
the Monday Crew.
Thank you all for your continued support!
Catie

Bill Yedowitz with MMNREM material
Historical Society building in Tempe
Photos by Charlie Connell

at

AZ

AZ Mining, Mineral & Natural
Resources Educational Museum
Update August 2018
http://tinyurl.com/SupportMM-NREMuseum
By Catie Carter

The daunting task of moving has begun!
Four intrepid volunteers, Les Presmyk,
Claudia Marek, Will Wilkinson, Bill Yedowitz,
and I met on Monday, August 27, at the AZ
Historical Society building in Tempe to
remove several dozen buckets of rocks, some
faceting machines and dozens of boxes of
printed material and return them to the
museum building in Phoenix (3 trucks and 1
SUV worth). This enabled us to consolidate
the remaining material and completely
empty one room of the two that were being
utilized to store gift shop material, library

Page 16

Earthquake

books, journals, magazines, videos, and
exhibit supplies. Neither of the other two
storage rooms housing the museum’s
collection was disturbed.
We will need another work day in the coming
month or two because we put most of the
contents from the trucks on the main gallery
floor. The buckets will need to be moved to
the pit or one of the storage areas- but that
will require a larger amount of volunteers.
The plan is still to move everything out of
AHS by the end of the year.
Thank you all for your continued support!
Catie
Who knew! There were two windows in
this room!

After consolidation, buckets removed and replaced
with boxes!
Before, the
windows
were
completely
blocked!

One room empty, three to go!
Another view showing room to the right

AZ Mining, Mineral & Natural
Resources Educational Museum
Update September 2018
http://tinyurl.com/SupportMM-NREMuseum
By Catie Carter

Room before consolidation with all the buckets of
rocks in place on the shelf and floor!

In early September, officials at the University
of Arizona agreed that it is time to start the
search for an interim museum director or
project manager to directly take the lead on
museum development. Our current project
leader, Brooks Jeffery, will continue to be
actively involved as well. They are still
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working out the details, but it will be a full-time
position here in Phoenix. I look forward to
working with them and introducing them to the
Monday Crew.

Catie Carter

In the meantime, we are continuing to partner
with other museums and build small exhibits
to get our name out there. One of the most
exciting projects is the new AZ Lottery exhibit
at the Arizona Capitol Museum, which
opened on September 20th.

AZ Mining, Mineral & Natural
Resources Educational Museum
Update October 2018
http://tinyurl.com/SupportMM-NREMuseum
By Catie Carter

Now that the weather is starting to get
cooler, we hope to ramp up our Monday
Crew activities at the Mining and Mineral
Museum building once again. Charlie and the
stamp millmen are finalizing the stamp mill
for practice runs and in anticipation of
public events.

We loaned over a dozen mining artifacts to
display at the entrance to Windfall Willie’s
office. Windfall Willie is the ‘Chief Fun Officer’
of the AZ Lottery and was, at one point in his
career, a prospector and a miner. The items
loaned represent Arizona’s early mining
history and include a gold pan, pick axe,
miner’s cap, oil lamp, carbide lamp, and other
specimens from our collection. The exhibit is
one the first floor of the Capitol Museum and
museum admission is free, so definitely check
it out! The AZ Lottery folks are certainly good
friends to have, and they have expressed
interest in partnering with us as we build out
our own museum exhibits in the future.
Stay tuned for updates about our collections
move and our fall event. Thank you to
everyone for your continued support,
especially our Monday Crew and awesome
volunteers. I anticipate we will need a lot of
help this winter!

We’re starting to map out the different
rooms in the building with the expectation of
moving material from AHS in Tempe. We
have purchased a new winch from Harbor
Freight to facilitate moving the 5-gallon
buckets in and out of the pit, as I anticipate
some heavy lifting later this fall.
On Wednesday, October 24th, I met with the
new UA Campus Operations manager, Dave
Heineking, who will be overseeing our
building improvements from this point
forward along with UA Facilities. I gave him
an overview of what needs to be done so
that we can start moving this winter and he
is working on a plan with the rest of UA
admin. UA Research VP Brooks Jeffery is still
campaigning to release funds from state
appropriations to hire a project manager, a
full-time position that will be based in
Phoenix.
In exhibit news, we are working on a new
display at the Rosson House downtown that
showcases the stages of copper processing
from mine to (Victorian) household. It will
be in place by mid-November. A big thank
you to ESM for the loan of their beautiful
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tabletop case, which is now standing on the
second floor of the Arizona Capitol Museum
and holding examples of some of the state
symbols: fossil - petrified wood; metal copper; gem – turquoise; and mineral wulfenite.

And thanks to all for your continued support
and input. We look forward to meeting more
volunteers and stakeholders this fall and
winter.

AZ Mining, Mineral & Natural
Resources Educational Museum
Update November 2018
http://tinyurl.com/SupportMM-NREMuseum
Guest Article by Charlie Connell

We had a small group of volunteers that
worked at the museum on November 1st.
They were Doug Lindsay, Bill Yedowitz,
Charlie Connell, Rick Herrem and our leader,
Catie Carter.

Earthquake
Risk Management Inspection The main task
was to re-install the (2) sections of safety
fence that had been removed for pigeon
control, and install chain barriers on the
lower part of the fence as an increased
safety measure for the outside exhibits. The
Risk Management folks are coming back and
need to inspect the status of concerns that
were identified during their inspection
earlier this year.

Earthquake

Stamp Mill Hearing Protection One very
positive thing that came out of the
inspection was the need for a hearing
protection that would allow the stamp mill
operators to be able to hear commands
during the running of the stamp mill. They
identified a device that could be worn to
protect their hearing and also allow them to
hear commands from the safety monitor.
They will supply us with (3) devices that can
be worn by the millmen during operations.
Pit Access Winch We need to install a winch
in the room just off the old work shop that
will make it much safer to get minerals and
other items in and out of the Pit. There was
a winch previously that had been removed
when the museum closed. We scoped out the
job to make sure the proper winch was
purchased and Catie will purchase it.

Other Tasks We took a quick walk around the
museum and found some other tasks that
need to be completed. We will be
developing a list of work activities for a
larger group for the near future. There are
plenty of tasks to be completed.
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